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THE CHILDREN'S 



Every Wednesday—Fivepence 23rd December, 1961 


THE LANTERN 

SHIPS OF THE 

GAMBIA 


A procession of lantern ships through the streets of Bathurst 
is one of the great features of Christmas celebrations in 
Gambia. 


These model ships, which are made of wood and paper and 
lit by candles, have been carried in procession annually on 
Christmas Eve for nearly a hundred years. They originated 
with the early shipwrights who chose this novel way of 
celebrating . their most important religious festivals, but 
nowadays the procession has no religious significance and any 
group of people may form a society to construct a ship. 


TThe ships vary in size, some 
being over 20 feet long. The 
hulls, masts, and yards are of 
wood and the rest is of white and 
coloured paper, cut by hand into 
intricate lace-like designs. The 
ships are not necessarily accurate 
models, the important thing being 
to show off the paper effects to 
best advantage. If, to secure such 
effects the ship must have, say, ten 
masts then it has ten masts. 

Fairy-like light 

The ships are lit from within by 
small candles, and the hand 
lanterns carried in the procession 
are of the same paper and wood 
construction. The candle lying 
snug inside four or five layers of 
paper gives out a soft fairy-like 
light. 

On the evening of the proces¬ 
sion those taking part assemble at 
a chosen spot dressed in “naval 
uniform,” complete with braid, 
epaulettes, rows of medals and 
smart nautical caps. Each society 
is accompanied by its drummers. 
At a given signal everyone comes 
stiffly to attention, the ships are 
hoisted, and the procession moves 


off to the sound of drumming. A 
crowd rapidly forms, singing and 
dancing. 

There being no time schedule to 
adhere to, the procession may stop 
whenever it pleases, which it does 
frequently to permit onlookers to 
come up and inspect the ships 
and make some small financial 
contribution. 

The ships are named after 
prominent local residents, who are 
approached beforehand. They 
are expected to contribute so much 
per mast—usually £1—and when 
the procession is over are formally 
presented with the ship. It is 
usual, however, for the person 
concerned to stipulate the number 
of masts he would like his ship to 
have, otherwise he may find the 
honour rather an expensive one! 

Christmas 
Crib in 
Trafalgar 
Square 



The Christmas story 
is retold in sculpture 
this year in London’s 
Trafalgar Square. On 
the west side a 
Nativity scene has 
been set up showing 
the crib with Joseph 
and Mary portrayed 
as a young homeless 
couple of today. The 
sculptor, Josephina 
de Vasconcellos, has 
carried out her work 
in polyester stone, 
and the crib is beauti¬ 
fully lighted. 



WAITING FOR 
PAPA NOEL 

They do things a little differently 
in France at Christmas time. As 
we see here, the children gather 
round the fireplace v/ith tempting 
refreshments for Papa Noel 
(Father Christmas) and plenty 
of lump sugar for his reindeer. 
Then they go to bed and await 
results. And it always works I 


Worm’s-eye view 

Did you ever wonder just how the roots of a plant or free 
grow, out of sight, under the soil ? 

Well, life underground can now be studied in an 
underground laboratory at East Mailing in Kent. 


HThe Laboratory consists of a 
tunnel 96 feet long and seven 
wide, just below the earth’s sur¬ 
face. It has big plate-glass 
windows on either side. The small 
space between the glass and the 
undisturbed soil was carefully 
re-packed with subsoil and topsoil, 
in which two rows of young fruit 
trees were planted. 

As they grew, some of their 
roots began pressing against the 
windows below. It was an excit¬ 
ing moment, one of the scientists 
told a C N correspondent, when 
the first slender root appeared at 
a window. Since then it has all 
been a fascinating, slow-motion 
picture of the roots spreading— 


some growing between seven and 
eight feet in one season, and 
sometimes the roots of one tree 
by-passing those of its neigh¬ 
bour. 

Surprised beetle 

With the roo’s came insects, and 
occasionally a surprised beetle has 
found itself looking into a human 
face several feet undei ground! 
Colonies of tiny insects are to be 
seen on some of the roots, and 
small worms in their tunnels. They 
wriggle away hastily if you tap 
the window, because to them 
vibration is a danger signal—per¬ 
haps caused by a hungry burrow¬ 
ing mole. 

The laboratory windows are 


kept shuttered most of the time, 
for light would damage the roots. 
Once a week the scientists take 
down the shutters and record the 
growth of the roots, the windows 
being marked in half-inch squares 
for the purpose. Some windows 
have small panels which can be 
removed so that a portion of root 
can be examined. The tempera¬ 
ture of the soil on the other side 
of the windows is also recorded. 

The laboratory was constructed 
and the fruit trees planted only 
12 months ago. “Many things 
about the growth of roots are still 
unknown,” said Mr. Head, one of 
the scientists, “but we now have 
the opportunity to study their 
growth in more detail.” 

East Mailing Research Station 
is world renowned, and receives a 
stream of visitors from abroad. 

|© Fleetway Publications Ltd., 1961 


A Happy Christmas to all CN Readers! 
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Here are some news and 
views from C N readers. Why 
not write, to me this week, at 
Fleetway House, Farringdon St., 
London, E.C.4.— The Editor. 


Biuehiid 


Dear Sir,—In the 2nd December 
publication of the Children’s 
Newspaper you wrote about 
Donald Campbell and Bluebird. 
There are a few more points that 
I would like to know, and I will 
list them: 

What engine? 

What length Bluebird is, and 
what width? 

What height she is. 

How many gallons of fuel she 
holds. 

Henry Hipps, Bradford, 9. 

1. Engine — 4,250 h.p. 

Proteus gas turbine. 

2. Length—30 feet. 

3. Width—8 feet. 

4. Height—4 feet 9 inches. 

5. Fuel capacity—25 gallons. 

6. Weight—four tons. 

7. Tail fin — 7 feet 8j inches. 


Bristol 


Eoccuni 



Cpiv _ _ 

DIET 16 

THE FIRST MIXED DIET RABBIT 
FOOD IN THE WORLD 

Rabbits love it . . . and it’s good for 
them. Diet l6isthecompletefood,con- 
taining nuts,seeds,grain, fruit, biscuits, 
meat and many more health-giving 
ingredients. No preparation is needed, 
feed dry straight from the packet. 
Avoid cheap imitations, 

ask at your Pet Store for 

€pi*> diet 16 

GIAHT SIZED PACK — 
ONLY 2 /- . 

EPBO (Real) PRODUCTS UR. 

ELDON LANE! K2WCASTLE UPON TYNE, I. 




PaxxUz 


Dear Sir,—Looking through the 
Readers' Letters, I found quite a 
few school letters. 

Recently I finished my examina¬ 
tions and l found that, for several 
weeks before the exams, I was 
constantly worrying about them. 
After speaking to a few of my 
friends I came to the conclusion 
that this was a common complaint. 

In my opinion it would be 
simpler if we were not told about 
the exams until the actual time. 

I would like to hear of other 
C N readers’ views on this subject. 

Linda Dorward, Broughty Ferry, 
Angus. 


Dear Sir,—I must say that you 
have improved the Children’s 
Newspaper to an extent beyond all 
objection or complaint. 

Your new method of printing 
the title across the front page is 
very good. Furthermore, your 
articles seem much more interest¬ 
ing and the Readers’ Letters 
column is truly outstanding and 
the sort of thing I have been 
hoping you would publish for 
some time. 

Three cheers for a better C N! 

J. Victor Stevenson (13£), 

Streatham, S.W.16. 

It’s always very helpful to us to 
learn what readers like—or don't 
like—about C N. Ed. 


Oxitnd and ‘RoeVity 

Dear Sir,—Referring to a letter 
printed in the 2nd December issue 
of Children’s Newspaper, I agree 
with Nigel Gibson about having a 
film review of all the suitable films 
that children would like and enjoy. 

Timothy Blackburn, Tunstall, 
Lancashire. 


Dear Sir,—Poetry—Yes Please. 
Film details—No Thank You. 
Andrew White, London, W.10. 

Dear Sir,—I saw in last week’s 
Readers’ Letters that a boy 
named Nigel Gibson asked for a 
film section each week in 
Children's Newspaper. Your reply, 


1 Sir, was: “How do the rest of you 
feel?” 

I would very much like an 
article on films and I have asked 
my friends, who read Children’s 
Newspaper, and they all wanted 
this article very much, too. 

I would also like to add that I 
think it would not only be a good 
idea if pictures of stars and their 
films were printed, but also infor¬ 
mation on film stars and film star 
families. 

David Thompson, Hampstead, 
N.W.3. 

Vxmi&hinxj, Gaaed 

Dear Sir,—I would like to tell 
of a small memorial near my 
home which was dedicated in 
remembrance of a stage coach. 

This stage coach, so I found out, 
in days gone by had been 
approaching a large manor (now 
in ruins) when it suddenly 
vanished. At the time people were 
superstitious and believed the 
coach and its occupants to have 
been bewitched. 

For years scientists studied this 
mystery until they hit upon the 
solution. This was that the earth 
had opened up because it could 
not bear the weight of the coach. 
The modern equivalent is “the 
road subsiding.” 

Martin Mooney (12), 

11 Clermiston Drive, 

Edinburgh, 4. 

P.S. I would like to have a 
“pen pal” preferably from 
abroad. My hobbies are rugby, 
art, matchbox label collecting, 
reading and (if on the Continent). 
I could supply stamps (British). 


On the Beach 

Dear Sir,—One day while I was 
on my holidays I sat on the beach 
sun-bathing. Later I got up to 
see where my brother had gone. 



Jess Conrad 

Then all of a sudden a man spoke 
to me. To my astonishment it was' 
Mr. Jess Conrad. He shook hands 
and gave me this photj.raph . of 
himself. 

Christopher Ingram, Cannock. 

BuAh-B.a$y in the 
hath 

Dear Sir,—I would like to know 
if any other C N readers have 
such a mischievous pet as ours. 
It is a bush-baby called Pip whom 
we got in May. He has fallen in 
the bath, also in the washing- 
machine ! 

Pip always sleeps in the most 
amusing places, e.g. down the legs 
of my brother’s trousers, or in the 
towel cupboard. 

Kay Wallace (I0j), St. Andrews, 
Fife. 


How the robin got on to the 
Christmas card 


Just a year ago a kind of informal public opinion poll 
decided that the robin should be Britain’s national bird. 

Why is the robin so popular in Britain ? One reason is that 
Britain is the only country in Europe where it is really tame. 
We have evidence that British robins were tame as far back as 
the Dark Ages, and this attractive and confiding little bird 
with a red breast always seems to have gone to the hearts of 
the British people, Scots and Welsh no less than English. 

IR. David Lack, the leading allowed to roost in the house. 


D r 


authority on the robin, 
believes that this due to the fact 
that Britain is the coldest part of 
Europe where robins spend the 
winter. Some of our robins do 
migrate southwards, but others 
come here from the colder 
northern parts of the Continent. 

Because it is so cold the robins 
have been driven to seek food 
and shelter from humans, and 
because it is such a delightful little 
bird these things have always been 
freely granted. In the old days 
it seems to have been quite a 
regular thing for robins to be 


in 

even by the fireside, on winter 
evenings. Dorothy Wordsworth, 
the poet’s sister, had a tame 
robin which used to roost in her 
bedroom on a nail from which a 
picture had hung. 

But how did the robin become 
the special bird of Christmas? 
Well, the reason seems to be that 
when Christmas cards became 
fashionable about a hundred years 
ago, the postmen used to wear 
bright red coats and so were nick¬ 
named “Robins.” So the robin 
on the first Christmas cards was a 
neat reference to the robin post¬ 
man who would deliver them, and 


the little bird has stayed on our 
Christmas cards ever since. 

The robin is, of course, also a 
popular performer in many ancient 
rhymes and poems, such as Who 
Killed Cock Robin? which is so 
old that nobody knows who wrote 
it or even in what century it was 
written. The first known copy 
was published in the 18th century, 
but it is probably much older. 

Babes in the Wood 

Babes in the Wood is another 
popular ballad, featuring the 
robin, which buried the children 
under leaves or moss. This dates 
back to the reign of Queen Eliza¬ 
beth I, and Dr. Lack believes that 
it may originate in a true story. 
Indeed Wayland Wood, near 
Watton in south-west Norfolk, 
claims to be the original wood in 
which the babes were abandoned. 

Incidentally, Britain is not the 
only country to have chosen a 
national bird, and this gives me an 



opportunity to answer a reader’s 
query. Alan Haigh of Almond- 
bury, Huddersfield, asks which is 
the country which has chosen the 
kestrel for its national bird. The 
answer is Belgium. Other national 
birds include the Canada goose 
(Canada), the goldcrest (Luxem¬ 
burg), the skylark (Denmark), and 
the -white stork (Germany). 

Richard Fitter 
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TOY-MAKER TO THE RESCUE The audience loved 



Jeannie Carson 


~Rvery day in Christmas TV has 
its highlight of special 
interest to young people. On 
Christmas Eve it is undoubtedly 
Quillow and the Giant on BBC 
Junior TV at tea-time. The star 
part is taken by Jeannie Carson, 
the girl from Yorkshire, but this 
time she plays a boy—none other 
than Quillow the toy-maker. 

The story, based on the book 
by the American author, James 
Thurber, is all about Hunder the 
Giant, an unpleasant type who has 
been rampaging round the 
countryside, tearing up houses and 
causing general destruction. 

He approaches Quillow’s town, 
demanding food and entertain- 


Double date for Max Bygraves 


TDesides his BBC television date 
- L> next Monday, Max Bygraves 
also pops up in ATV’s Christmas 
programme with his son Anthony. 
They are stars of a holiday show 
backed by Kenny Ball’s Jazzmen, 
and novelty acts. 


SAMBO AND HIS 
GREAT WISH 


(Christmas Day TV has so many 
highspots that sorting them 
out is a : somewhat dazzling job. 
As usual, the Queen’s Message 
goes out in BBC television at 
3 o’clock, though you can hear it 
in the Home Service and Light 
at 9.30 in the morning, with a 
repeat at 1 o'clock in the Home 
Service. 

Before is is time for Christmas 
dinner the BBC's main events are 
Sambo and the Snow Mountain 
and a visit by Max Bygraves to 
the hospital for Sick Children in 
Great Ormond Street, London. 

The Sambo film, first shown 



ment. The panic-stricken towns¬ 
folk can give him food but 
.entertainment is a different 
matter! Then Quillow comes to 
the rescue, helped by funny men 
like Cardew Robinson and Dick 
Emery. They not only keep the 
giant amused but should have the 
same effect on viewers, too. 


this Cinderella 


ATV’s other seasonable high¬ 
light is a visit to Chipperfield’s 
Circus with quizmaster Shaw 
Taylor in a new act for him—as 
ringmaster. Comedian Arthur 
Haynes joins in as a tramp, helped 
by Nicholas Parsons. 


last summer, stars Dudley Hunt as 
a small black boy (Sambo) who 
does odd jobs for crochety old, 
Dr. Grimble. Teased by the 
local shop-boys, he has one over¬ 
whelming wish—to become white. 
The story is not so sad as it 
sounds. Margaret Dale, who 
adapted it from Walter de la 
Mare’s charming tale, declares it 1 
is really a comedy. 

Look out for Billy Smart’s' 
Circus immediately after the 
Royal Message, followed by a 
magazine of Walt Disney features ( 
and a Just William film. 


Round the world 
on radio 

T HE annual Overseas Postbag is 
the Christmas Eve highlight 
in junior radio. Recorded greet¬ 
ings from children all over the 
world will be heard with a linking 
commentary by Evelyn Williams. 
In some cases, the messages are in 
the form of songs. 

On Christmas afternoon a 
recording of Prokofiev's Peter and 
the Wolf, introducing all the 
instruments of the orchestra, will 
be heard with a commentary by 
Michael Flanders. Another 
feature will be Beatrix Potter's 
story, The Tailor of Gloucester, 
read by “David.” 

The Emperor’s New Clothes, 
on Boxing Day, is a Cameo 
Cartoon in sound based on the 
story of Hans Christian Andersen, 
with Francis de Wolfe as story¬ 
teller. This is quite a big-scale 
show, with a chorus and the BBC 
Northern Orchestra. 


inderella , BBC television’s offer- 
■ ing on Boxing Day, is a 
full-scale panto which was 
recorded the other day in the 
Wimbledon Theatre before an 
audience of 2,000, including lots 
of boys and girls. 

1 talked to that veteran “ Dame," 
Clarkson Rose, who plays the 
Baroness. “It was an absolutely 
marvellous audience,” he said. 
“They roared their applause and 
joined in the choruses just as at 
an ordinary performance.” Pro¬ 


ducer Richard Afton confirmed 
this. “We presented it just like 
a public show, with curtains 
between acts.” 

Jill Day is Cinderella, with 
Sonya Cordeau as the Prince and 
Dickie Valentine as Buttons. One 
of the youngest stars is 19-year- 
old Dawn Beret as Fairy 
Godmother. Dawn was principal 
girl in last year's TV panto 
Aladdin and viewers will soon be 
seeing her in Richard the Lion- 
Heart on ATV. 


BOXING DAY PARTY 



Bert Weedon 


U/a/ly and the Ivy is the title 
chosen for the Associated- 
Rediffusion children's party on 
Boxing Day afternoon. “Wally,” 
of course, is Wally Whyton, and 
you would expect Ollie Beak the 
Owl to be there, too. But. alas, 
the actors' Equity strike prevents 
him because Wally is a member 
and if he did his usual Ollie Beak 
talk, that would be acting. 

However, Wally can appear as a 
musician, so that is how we meet 
him in this party, which also 
includes Muriel Young with Pussy 
Cat Willum and our old friend 
Bert Weedon, accompanied, of 
course, by his guitar. 



BOUNCY FOR YOUR PARTY 


If you want a bouncy record for a Christmas or New Year Aviir>n aiirilf ngnnn 
party, then Brian Matthew, compere of the BBC’s Saturday Club, || | f|£Sl El SI W UBdwd 
has just the thing. 




“Drian (“I'm just a frustrated 
Macbeth ”) puts his usual 
friendly vigour into Trad Mad 
and Sing With Me, Mates (Pye 
7N 15403. Single, 6s. 9d.). They 
have all the cheerful ingredients 
that have made Saturday Cltib 
the most popular radio show with 
Britain’s young people. 

The success of this programme 
has surprised Brian. “I’ve tried 
doing almost everything,” he told 
me, “acting and scriptwriting, and 
I was even a milkman in Coventry 
once.” 

* * * 

At Woodford Golf Club's social 
evening, Mrs. Gladys Mills had 
been playing the piano. One of 
the members gave her a telephone 
number. Mrs. Mills called it—and 
found herself booked with Billy 
Cotton’s TV show! 

The result— Mrs. Mills Medley 
(Parlophone 45-R4856. 6s. 9d.) 



Brian Matthew 

—just the thing for a party. 

“I've been playing the piano 
ever since I was a girl,” cheerful 
16-stone Mrs. Mills told me. “But 
I’ve never dreamed of a career in 
show business.” 


Don and Phil, the Everly Brothers, 
are great favourites in Britain. They 
add to their reputations with Both 
Sides Of An Evening —an album of 
standards given their special treat¬ 
ment. (Warner Brothers WM.4052. 
LP. 36s. 8d.) 

In Stranger On The Shore (Columbia 
45-DB-4750. Single, 6s. 9d.) Acker 
Bilk forsakes the usual sound and 
gives instead a gentle performance of 
the theme tune from the TV series 
with the same title. 

After their success with Michael, 
the American singing group. The 
Highwaymen, try again with The 
Gypsy Rover (HMV 45-Pop-948. 
Single, 6s. 9d.) 

Tchaikovsky’s The Sleeping Beauty 
is the latest of the Decca Ballet Series. 
The new recording is by L’Orchestre 
De La Suisse Romande. under Ernest 
Ansermet (Decca CEP. 710. Extended 
Play, 14s.). 

A most tuneful carol record comes 
from the Hampstead Parish Church 
Choir. It is called Come Carol 
Singing (Decca CEP. 714. Extended 
Play, 14s.). 
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CHRISTMAS l\ 


GERMANY l&Ss 

of Augsburg they still 
keep the medieval 
custom of carrying a 
statue of Mary from 
place to place “ in 
search of shelter” as 
a reminder of the 
Christmas story. 


KOREA 


Here the children call Santa Claus “Santisan ” and he wears a horsehair 
hat instead of a hood. But he leaves the presents just the same. 


CUrenfM A straw goat is put near the 
uilLLILIi Christmas tree, because an 
old legend said the god 
Thor arrived in a sledge 
pulled by goats. Father 
Christmas is called 
Jultomte (pron. Yule- 
tom-ter), which means 
“ Christmas gnome.” 


AUSTRIA like shep¬ 
herds from their own 
mountains the boys 
(with false beards) 
play and sing carols. 


IAMAICA IsSRS 

dance in the streets 
on Christmas Eve and 
carry on till dawn. 



















© 2007 Look and Learn Magazine Ltd / www.lookandlearn.com. All rights reserved. 





AIISTRAIIA Christmas time is summertime in Sydney. Here we see 
MuummiM presents being opened in the garden under a paim tree. 


The Children’s Newspaper, 23rd December, 1961 


M QQ A Father Frost arrives on a sputnik and 
llUuulH space-rocket sledge—but he does not 
touch down till New Year’s Day. 


SOUTH AFRICA 


At Christmas time bands of African singers and players parade 
. the streets of Cape Town singing popular songs. 




OTHER LANDS 




Here C N brings you flashes of 
the Christmas spirit from all 
round the world. Customs vary 
with different climates and the 
history of different countries. 
But one thing remains the 
same everywhere—it’s a time 
for happiness and rejoicing. 


BELGIUM Getting the traditional 


Christmas Crib ready in a 
12th-century church. 


NEW YORK at one of 

the city’s missions. 


mill nM I v.i»u> is t-aueu oi. rmcoiaas ana is 

IIU1LHI1U supposed to arrive (by boat) from Spain with 
his attendant, Zwarte Piet—Black Peter. Peter carries 
presents in his sack, for good children. Bad ones are supposed 
to go Into the sack—and back to Spain. 
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WALT 

I 

UVE-A 

W E all know the 
only the Ba! 
just trees, 
alive as the actors. 

Babes in Toyland i 
very live fountain w 
with the caperings o 
doings of that villai 
adventures of Tom 
(Annette) are made 

The story is full of Disn° 
Ideas. There is the drea 
Return from which Tom a 
the imprisoned children. 1 
too. An incredible sort ol 
taining a toy-making n 
luminous globes, glass tubir 
rubber hose which blinks 
gives out sparks, and spit 
stream of toys. 

It took 28 hard-working 
special effects men to wor 
with over 400 switches ! 

As well as all this, the 
which walk, talk, sing a 
candle w hich grow s ten feet 
the horrid magic of the vili 
called Barnaby who tries 
kidnap Tom and drown 
turns him and his frien 
figures. 


Ray Bolger as Villainous Barnaby, the cause of 
all the trouble, takes a crooked look at things 


Tom Piper and Mary Contrary set out on their 
wedding drive 


The Toymaker (Ed Wynn) in his whirring 
factory. He has big industrial troubles 


Sword in hand, Tom awaits the next attack from the vi 
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CHON MUSICAL 

story of The Babes in the Wood. But In that one, 
es—and the robin—were alive. The Wood was— 
But in the latest Disney picture the trees are as 


jses live actors and very live toys—and even a 
hich makes its waters dance in strictest rhythm 
'the dancing villain. And it is round the devilish 
nous character (Ray Bolger) that the fantastic 
i Piper (Tommy Sands) and Mary Contrary 
to whirl. 


y’s most magical 
d Forest of No 
nd Mary deliver 
here is Toyland, 
' place it is, con- 
lachine full of 
ig, steel pipes and 
and flashes and 
s oat an endless 


; electricians and 
k it from a panel 


It would take the matchless Disney to 
work that one out, and Disney to put it 
right again. And he does. 

Babes in Toyland is a whole conjurer’s 
box-of-tricks-full of fun. 


Hero and heroine dancing for happiness 


Tom and Mary find out what it’s like to live In Toyland 


re are the trees 
nd dance and a 
tall. And there is 
lainous character 
i first of all to 
him and then 
ds into toy-size 


Villainous Barnaby and his (almost as villainous) assistants 


llaln 


Mary tells her troubles to Mother Goose (Mary McCarty) 


Tom and Mary become toy-sized among the toys 
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Advertiser’s Announcement 




Mr. Therm's Christmas Presents 

Christmas Day is one of the happiest days of the 
year—a day when you get lovely presents, eat a 
iot, play games, and have plenty of fun. But there 
is one person who can help to make it even 
happier, for children and grown-ups alike, with 
all the Christmas presents he brings you, and 
that is—Mr. Therm ! 

Right from the moment you wake up to have a 
look in your Christmas stocking, to the time when 
you go to bed at night, tired and content after 
an exciting day, Mr. Therm will be at your side. 

To start with, he warms your room when you 
get up. He supplies boiling hot water for that 
early morning cup of tea. He helps to cook 
breakfast, and then comes the really important 
business : cooking the Christmas dinner. The 
turkey goes into the oven, the pudding simmers 
slowly on top of the cooker, and Mummy knows 
she can leave both of them quite safely without 
fear of their burning. 

And when your wonderful Christmas dinner 
is over, and you begin to think of all that washing 
up—there is Mr. Therm again, with plenty of 
hot water at the turn of a tap to make things 
easy for you. 

If you’re having a party in the evening, Mr. 
Therm will look.after your guests for you with 
his super room-heaters, convector heaters, and 
central heating, so that they don’t feel chilly. 

Oh yes, you’re bound to have a merry Christ¬ 
mas with Mr. Therm ! 




* 



THIS IS WHAT TO DO : Add one letter in place 
of each dot to complete the words in the panels— 
they are all objects to be found in the picture. 

List the six answers neatly on a postcard, add 
your full name, age, and address, ask a parent or 
guardian to sign it as your own unaided work, 
then post it to : 

Mr. Therm’s Christmas Competition, 
Children’s Newspaper, 26-27 Farringdon 
Street, London, E.C.4. (Comp.). 

Mr. Therm will award £2 2s. Book Tokens for 
the three neatest correct entries (with writing 
according to age taken into consideration) received 
by Friday, 29th December. His decision is final ! 

MORE “ HIDDEN WORD” WINNERS 

The winners of our Mr. Therm's Hidden Word 
Competition No. 4 are Elizabeth Davies of 
Aberystwyth, Holly Robinson of Coventry, and 
Graham Hamilton of Headington. 
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Postmark Greetings 
for Christmas 


'G'very year, for several weeks 
/ ^ before Christmas, the G.P.O. 
uses slogan postmarks to ask us 
to post our mail as early as pos¬ 
sible. About 60 years ago the 
postmasters of a number of towns, 
mostly in Lancashire, tried an 
experiment. 

They invited people to hand 
their Christmas mail, ready 
stamped, to one of the- post office 
clerks. The mail was then put 
aside and not delivered until 
Christmas Day. 

Several 
towns used 
special post- 
m a rk s on 
mail posted 
in this way. 
Pictured here 
is the post¬ 
mark used in Liverpool at 
Christmas, 1906. 

The “posted in advance” 
scheme proved quite popular but 
it was discontinued after 1909. 
Possibly this was because the post¬ 
men found that they could not 
carry all the extra mail on Christ¬ 
mas morning. 

Many people in all parts of the 
world send their Christmas cards 
to be posted in the little Swiss 
town of Bethlehem. The post 
office there uses a specially de¬ 
signed postmark on all Christmas 


mail. Last year’s design, pictured 
here, shows the donkey which 
carried Mary to Bethlehem just 
before the 
^ //\ first Christ¬ 

mas, nearly 
two thousand 




years ago. 

Many other 
towns with 
season able 
names have 
their own postmarks. In Austria 
there is a village named Christ- 
kindl, meaning the Christ Child. 
There is the American steel-manu¬ 
facturing town of Bethlehem, in 
Pennsylvania, and an American 
Village in the State of Indiana 
called Santa Claus. 

A. mail-cart of a century ago is 
featured on two new stamps 
from Poland. 



The issue marks the 40th anni¬ 
versary of the Polish Post Office 
Museum. C. W. Hill 
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WORLD WIDE STAMPS 

INCLUDING GIANTS FROM 

3d. plus 3d. postage 


RUSSIA 


★ NEW COLLECTION of 83 diff. 
stamps including 10 RUSSIA with 
Sports set and giant size. Also Aden, 
Sarawak, Borneo, Cuba, Ghana, 
Congo and other unusual countries. 

★ SUPER OFFER to new members 
of the Sterling Stamp Club — 
(admission free — many advantages). 
Just send 3d. plus 3d. postage (one 
6d. or two 3d. stamps) and ask to see 
a selection of our popular Sterling 
Approvals. 

(.Please tell your parents .) 

STERLING STAMP SERVICE 
(Dept. C.N.36), LANCING, SUSSEX 



Easy to Knit 

BESTWAY 

KNITTING 

PATTERNS 

Ask to see a selection at 
your newsagent’s, wool- 
shop or wherever knit¬ 
ting patterns are sold. 


Price 


6d. each 


100 Different Stamps FREE! 

Plus Super Perforation Gauge to all 
applicants asking to see my famous 
id. upwards Approvals. British Colonial 
or Foreign. Don’t delay, write today 
enclosing 4Jd. in stamps for postage. 
Please tell your parents. 

C. T. BUSH (CN32), 

53 Newlyn Way, Parkstone, Poole, Dorset 


BRITISH COLONIALS—FREE 

A new packet of 50 Different BRITISH 
EMPIRE used stamps, containing old and 
modern issues, Commemoratives, Pictorials, 
Thematlcs, etc., is offered FREE to 
applicants for our Approvals Service. 
•Please send 4Jd. postage. 

(Price without Approvals — 1/-. post free.) 
Please tell your parents. 

SUMMIT STAMPS 

SEATON, WORKINGTON, CUMBERLAND 


(HELPIN' 



GREATLY 0NLY 

REDUCED 19/11 

—BRAND NEW m u u 

POST,ETC.,2/6 
Slip Into it—so soft and comfy—and enjoy 
restful sleep throughout the night. No 
blankets, no sheets, it Is everything In one 
Including special padding for a beautiful 
soft mattress effect. As light as a feather 
It rolls up to a tiny lightweight size. Only 
19/11, post, etc., 2/6, even finished in heavy 
quality strong material—really hardwearing. 
NOT a blanket with outer but genuinely 
quilted. Under half price for a limited 
period only. Refund Guaranteed. LISTS. 





^ SIOUX 

XHIEFTAIN 

PlIfMWIGWAM 

Decorated with the 
authentic Coloured 
feather plumes—first 
time ever offered 1 
Own the famous 
Tribal Chieftain’s Wigwam 
on your own prairie 1 Made 
of stout colourful woven 
material proofed for out¬ 
door play use, aS well 



(XlEADQUAOTER & QeHEBAL SDPPUtftlR 


uuui ilijr UOC, Ittu 

indoors. 5 ft. high approx. Erect easily, no 
centre pole, no pegs required. Can swittly 
be dismantled and transported elsewhere. 
Will take 4/5 children. A thrilling gift! 
ONLY 25/-, post, etc., 2/6. Waterproof 
groundsheet 10/6 extra if required. Refund 
guarantee. LISTS TENTS, WATCHES, ETC, 
(Dept. CN/42), 196-200 Coldharbour Lane, 
Lcughboro' June., London, S.E.5. Open Sat. 
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At the Breckon Hotel, David, 
Stephen and Jill stumble on a 
mystery involving Jek, the waiter, 
Jacobs, the hotel porter, and 
guests Howcroft, Senner and 
Hartman. When David and 
Stephen return to the hotel after 
a night under canvas to tape- 
record sounds of wild life near 
Murrick Burn, they are anxious to 
know why Jek did not join them 
as arranged. Jill explains that 
Jek left the hotel on his motor 
scooter the night before and she 
thought he had been with them all 
night. 

W hil e discussing his dis¬ 
appearance, the telephone rings 
and after Jill has answered it she 
tells the boys that Jek's scooter 
has been found smashed on the 
rocks below the Asaig road . . . 

9. In search of 
a waiter 

F or a moment after Jill had 
spoken there was a stunned 
silence. David was the first to 
break it 

“This Mr. Stuart, who phoned 
—I suppose he does know Jek’s 
scooter?” he queried. “You don’t 
think he’s made a mistake, Jill?” 
“He should know it.” 

“He’s only found the scooter 
apparently,” Stephen reminded 
them. “There was no sign of 
Jek?” 

“No.” Jill shook her head. 
“That’s why he rang up. He 
thought he might have made a 
mistake and that Jek was here.” 

David brushed a hand across 
his forehead. He could feel the 
perspiration there. 

“If it’s Jek’s scooter, what was 
he doing on the other side of the 
loch when he should have been 
coming to Murrick Bum?” he 
asked. 


WHISTLE 

IN 

THE 

DARK 

by 

Geoffrey 

Chelsworth 


“Goodness knows,” Jill said 
helplessly. 

“Where does the Asaig road 
lead?” Stephen wanted to know. 

“It’s the best road to the 
South,” Jill explained. “It’s the 
quickest way to Keiron’s Cross 
and Cairagnure and, eventually, to 
Glasgow.” 

“So it’s not a dangerous road 
—you know, with bad corners, 
that sort of thing?” 

“No—you just have to be care¬ 
ful in places,” Jill said. “There 
are a couple of nasty bends along- 



STAMP PACKETS OF QUALITY 


300 Br. Empire 12/6 
100 —do.— 3/6 

100 Great Britain 
(All Obsolete) 10/- 
50 —do.— 2/6 

500 Whole World 8/6 


(All Different) 


250 —do — 
100 —do.— 
500 Germany 
200 —do.— 

100 Hungary 
100 Canada 
100 N. Zealand 


4/6 

2 /- 

15/- 

3/3 

2 /- 

6 /- 

12/6 


100 South Africa 10/- 


100 China 1/9 

100 Japan 4/6 

10 Tonga 3/6 

10 Ascension 3/- 
10 North Borneo 2/6 
20 Trinidad 3/6 
25 Hitler Heads 1/9 
100 Denmark 2/6 
25 Trlangulars 5/- 
10 Fiji 
100 Bulgaria 
10 Cayman Is. 

100 Russia 


2/6 

4/- 

3/- 

6/6 


10 Turks/Caicos 3/- 


Full List on Request. 

Orders under 5/- postage 3d. extra. 

We despatch per return. Satisfaction 
Guaranteed. GIBBONS’ SIMPLIFIED 
WHOLE WORLD CATALOGUE, 1962 Edn. 
1,104 Pages, 17,100 Illustrations, 106,000 
Stamps Listed. Wonderful valua for money 
at 25/-; plus 2/6 postage. Don’t delay. 
J. A. L. FRANKS LTD. (C.N.) 

140 Fetter Lane, London, E.C.4 


200 


STAMPS PLUS 2 
FROM RUSSIA 


200 


★ FREE! * 

To all who request Discount Approvals. 
Send 5d. to cover postage. 

Please tell your vcfrents. 
BAYONA STAMP CO. (Dept. CN), 
291 LONDON ItD., LEFTWICH GREEN, 
NORTIIWICII, CHESHIRE, ENGLAND 


ALL APPLICATIONS for 
advertisement space in this 
publication to be addressed 
to Advertisement Manager, 
CHILDREN’S NEWSPAPER, 
FleetwayHouse.Farringdon Street, 
London, E.C.4. 



Everything for the 
Stamp Collector 
ABSOLUTELY FREE Including 

STAMP FINDER 

* 70 FOREIGN AND COLONIAL 
STAMPS 

•fr PLASTIC TWEEZERS 
•tr STAMP ALBUM 
ic TRANSPARENT ENVELOPES 
•fr PRIZE SET OF 9 HUNGARIAN 
„ STAMPS 

Just send us your name and address 
and enclose 9d. for postage and packing. 

Our famous discount pictorial approvals will 
accompany each free outfit. If you are under 
16 please tell your parents you are writing. 


BRIDGNORTHsSTAMPiCO.i LTD? 


(B51), BRIDGNORTH, SHROPSHIRE 



rUCMICTDV We su PP ! y *pp a - 

UlC/VimKT ratus and chemicals 
for the young scientist. List—4d. stamps. 

Dim nrv Students’ Micro- 
ulULUU T scopes from £4/16/4. 
List—4d. stamp. 

RADIO & ELECTRONICS 

Transistors are fascinating to work with. 
Learn how ! Notes on transistors— 
10d. stamps. 

Transtronic Kits (transistors) from 
£4/9/6. We are always pleased to 
advise parents considering Xmas and 
Birthday presents. Please write in 
good time. 

MOORE’S EXPERIMENTAL SUPPLIES 

8 and 10 Granville Street, Sheffield, 2 
Tel : 27461 


side the loch with a drop on one 
side; one of them near Mr. 
Stuart's cottage—but Jek’s often 
ridden that way before. He knows 
the spots.” 

Stephen glanced at David. 

“I’d suggest we go right over 
and see Mr. Stuart,” he said. “If 
he’s got the wreck there you’d 
recognise it, Jill, wouldn’t you?” 

David moved back to the stairs. 

“I agree,” he said. “We must 
go over. But before we do, let’s 
have a look in Jek’s room. 1 
can’t understand why, when he 
promised to join us last night, 
he should be going in the opposite 
direction. We might find some¬ 
thing in his room that will give 
us the answer.” 

“That’s a good idea,” Stephen 
assented. “Can you find a key, 
Jill, or have we got to tackle the 
window again?” 

“I’ll have a snoop round the 
kitchen ; there should be another 
key somewhere; but I won’t say 
anything to Katie.” Jill hurried 
away. 

“We’ll go up to the top landing 
and wait for you there,” David 
called softly after her, and led 
Stephen upstairs. 

Outside Jek’s room they paused 
and David hopefully tried the 
handle. The door opened and, 
surprised to find it unlocked, they 
went in. 

Jek’s empty room 

There was nothing in the room 
to give any indication why Jek 
had changed his plans; but, as 
they opened the wardrobe and 
drawers, they began to understand 
his strange behaviour. For the 
wardrobe and drawers were 
empty; his clothes and other per¬ 
sonal items had gone. 

Jek had obviously moved out 
the night before with no intention 
of coming back. 

When Jill arrived a few minutes 
later, having failed to locate a key 
and surprised to find her com¬ 
panions already in the room, they 
were able to confront her with 
the situation. 

“You can see how we dropped 
into his plan,” David said, when 
Jill had recovered a little from 
her astonishment at Jek’s sudden 
and permanent departure. “He 
jumped at our invitation because 
it covered his real intention—of 
quietly slipping away from here 
for good.” 

“But why?” Jill exclaimed. 
“Why? He was happy here.” 

“Not lately—you said so your¬ 
self,” David reminded her. “You 
said he’d been a bit strange. We 
know he’s involved in something 
—that burnt bit of newspaper, 
Senner’s break-in, the queer be¬ 
haviour of Jacobs and Howcroft, 
and now Hartman-” 

“Hartman?” Jill interrupted. 
“What’s he to do with it?” 

“ Do you think it was 
Hartman ? ” 

The boys explained quickly, 
linking Hartman’s performance 
on the piano the previous morning 
with what they had discovered at 
Murrick Burn a few hours ago. 

“My goodness!” Jill exclaimed 
after listening attentively. “D’you 
thing it was Hartman whistling 
that tune this morning,, then?” 

“It could have been,” David 
said. “Or it could have been 
someone from the boat who was 
meeting him.” 

“But how can that have any 
connection with Jek crashing on 
the other side of the loch last 
night?” Jill demanded. 

“Did he crash?” David 
frowned. “And if he did—was it 
an accident?” 


9 


“All we can be sure of is that 
he was leaving the district,” was 
Stephen’s comment. “Let’s go 
over and see this Mr. Stuart.” 

Instead of going round by the 
road, Jill took them down to the 
lochside less than half-a-mile 
from the hotel, where a fisherman 
from the village kept his boat. 
The man was there, tending his 
gear, and was willing to ferry 
them across for half-a-crown. He 
agreed to wait for them when they 
reached the shore on the other 
side. 

Howcroft again 

As they went up the slope to¬ 
wards Mr. Stuart’s cottage, they 
saw, on the road above, a familiar 
car. It was moving slowly in the 
direction of the village and the 
two men in it were Howcroft 
and Senner. 

“I wonder what they’re doing 
around here,” David said slowly, 
watching the car out of sight. 
“They must know what’s, hap¬ 
pened.” 

“D’you think they’re mixed up 
in this—this accident?” Jill asked. 


wreckage had been found; but 
there was really nothing to see, 
and a little later they took their 
leave and headed back to the 
waiting boat. 

“I can’t believe it was an acci¬ 
dent.” David voiced his doubts 
yet again when they were once 
more on the road to the hotel. 
“That car Mr. Stuart heard stop 
on the road last night—supposing 
it was a shooting brake or a van? 
Supposing the scooter was brought 
there in it?” 

“What d’you mean?” asked 
Jill. 

“Well . . . that tune . . . that 

whistle in the dark, the boat- 

David stopped and looked at his 
companions. “1 think the secret 
of it all must lie there.” 

“Where? Murrick Burn?” 
Stephen queried. 

David nodded. “If you’re 
game, I propose we go back there 
and search the place thoroughly.” 

An hour later the three were 
back in the little glade where the 
microphone had picked up its 
strange message that morning. 

It was Jill who suddenly called 



“They surely saw us—I wonder 
why ihey didn’t stop?” 

“If they’re mixed up in it they 
wouldn’t risk stopping to talk to 
us,” Stephen said, as they moved 
on to the cottage just above the 
lochside. 

“We’d better not mention our 
suspicions to Mr. Stuart,” David 
said as they approached the gate. 
“We still haven’t any real proof 
to back them up.” 

Mr Stuart’s story 

But Mr. Stuart, a kind, elderly 
man, neither asked them awkward 
questions nor was able to throw 
much light on the crash. He in¬ 
vited them in and gave them 
coffee and scones, explaining that 
the police had collected the 

wreckage of the scooter and were 
returning to drag the edge of the 
loch in the hope of finding the 
rider's body. 

He had been able to identify 
the scooter as Jek’s machine and 
had found the wreckage that 

morning when going down to the 
rocks to tend his lobster pots. He 
had not heard the crash, but 

during the night he had heard a 
car stop on the road and start 
again a few minutes later. 

When his guests had finished 
the plate of scones and the coffee, 
he took them along the shore to 
the jagged rocks where 'the 


softly to her companions and ex¬ 
citedly beckoned them to the edge 
of the trees overlooking Corran 
Sand. But she did not draw their 
attention to the sands; she pointed 
to the derelict croft which was 
just visible beyond the moss- 
covered boulders to their left. 

“What is it?” David whispered. 

“Someone’s there—in the old 
croft,” she said, her voice low and 
tense. “I saw something move 
in the window. Look!” 

As they stared at the little 
building the broken door hinged 
partly open and a familiar figure 
appeared. 

It was Jacobs. 

To be concluded 


Oat ffranefiies 

Cut out this Fish and stick it in 
the space provided on the side 
of the Quaker Oat Krunchies 
packet so that you can enter 
the Children's Newspaper 
and Oat Krunchies “ Fishing 
Facts *’ competition. 
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CHRISTMAS 


WHAT I WOULD Giant Christmas Crossword 
LIKE TO BE 


T'd like to be the pilot 

Of a shining, silver plane; 

I’d race the breeze o’er lands and 
seas. 

Then fly back home again. 

I’d like to be ship’s captain. 

Taking cargoes far and wide. 

And every hold I’d fill with gold 
Before the homeward tide. 

I’d like to trek through jungle 
Where fierce animals abound; 

With just a cough I’d scare them off. 
And reach home safe and sound. 


Hidden delights 



The names of two familiar Christ¬ 
mas delights are hidden below. 

The music was by Erica, Keith did 
the lyrics, and Martin Selkirk pro¬ 
duced the show. 



READING ACROSS. 6 Quiet. 9 Corner. 
10 Valuable hoards of precious gems. 12 Fruit. 
13 Another fruit. 14 The act of going in 
again. 17 Not found out. 23 Snake. 27 A 
statue or likeness. 28 Give in. 29 Dial it for 
the time. 30 Finished. 

READING DOWN. 1 Altered. 2 Felt 1 
remorse or sorrow. 3 Don’t eat too many this 1 
holiday. 4 Afternoon show at theatre or 
cinema. 5 Cowboy’s hat. 6 It appears on all 
posted letters (two words). 7 The fourth month. 
8 Often used in making cake icing. 15 She 
looks after young children. 16 Fastened with 
a long narrow strip. 17 Weird. 18 Where the 
pilot sits. 19 Witty saying. 21 Provide the 
wrong information. 22 Regard with approval. 
24 American colonel who gave his name to a 
knife. 

Answers on page 11 


HARRY HAWKER—FLYING PIONEER AND RAGING DRIVER (13) 


Harry Hawker and Commander Grieve, attempt¬ 
ing to become the first men to fly the Atlantic, 

AUSTRALIAN SOLDIERS WERE WELL TO THE 
FORE IN GREETING THE HEROES.. 


ditch alongside a tramp steamer and are taken 
aboard. But the ship carries no wireless, and for 


a week the two fliers are presumed dead. Then 
they turn up—and the whole of Britain rejoices. 

1 VfUIT 



What chance has Harry of escaping? See next week’s instalment 
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STOCKING 
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H 

MUCH 


HADHAM 


always Christmas 

Have yon ever addressed a letter to the 
village of Christmas Pie ? This sounds like a 
place in a fairy tale, but it is in fact a real 
village near Guildford, Surrey. 

'’There are a number of legends about its name. 
f- The first asserts that a baker named Christmas 
lived in the house now known as Christmas Pie 
Cottage. (Christmas is a proper name quite 
common in Surrey.) In his garden was a large 
stone basin five feet in diameter in which he 
baked his tasty pies. 

Another belief is that one year a farmer’s wife 
found herself so poor that she could fill her 
Christmas pie only with roots from the garden. 

Imagine her surprise and happiness when, 
opening the pie for dinner on 25th December, 
she found it crammed with pork, rabbit, onions, 
and sage. 

Not far from the Chiltern villages of Watling- 
ton and Nettlebed you will find Christmas 
Common. It is clearly signposted on the road 
between Henley and Oxford. 

If you would like to visit the 
• hamlet of Cold Christmas, go 
along the A10 road north from 
Ware, in Hertfordshire, for 11- 
miles to where a lane to the right 
at the cross-roads has a post 
pointing to Cold Christmas. The 
name probably originated from 
its position at the eastern-end 

8 W V of the Chiltern Hills, where it 
| Ifll is particularly bleak at this 
* "’ ?:S season. 

There is a whole “Christmas” 
district in the heart of Bristol. 

Off Colston Street there is a plate 
with the name of Christmas 
Steps, and the story goes that 
a custom used to be honoured 
annually around 25th December, 
when a charity was distributed 
to needy people. 

The Chapel of the Three 
Kings of Cologne at the top of 
Christmas Steps is the only one |gjpr jsss 
of this name in England. mOw "a^ 


Billy's Boxing 
Day Presents 
lor Christmas 

P'LLY was delighted when he found a pair of 
boxing gloves among his Christmas presents. 
He had to go straight away next door to show 
Paul. 

; It. was about half an hour later when he returned 
—with one eye puffed up and beginning to turn a 
brilliant mixture of orange and purple. 

Mummy raised her hands in horror when she 
saw him. “What have you been doing? You’ve 
been fighting with Paul. I’ve a good mind to go 
straight in there and tell him off.” 

“No, you mustn’t do that,” gasped Billy. “It 
wasn’t his fault. I mean, he didn’t do it. It was 
just a ... a sort of . . . er, accident.” 

Before Mummy could reply, Paul marched in— 
and he had a black eye, too. 

“ So you haven’t been fighting,” said Mummy. 
Then how did you both get a black eye?” 

The two boys shuffled their feet and stared at the 
ground. 

“We weren’t fighting each other,” said Paul 
Honestly.” 

At that moment Jean from the house opposite 
came in. “Happy Christmas to you.” she said 
cheerfully to Mummy. 

“I am sorry about Billy’s and Paul’s black eyes,” 
she went on. “But they insisted on showing me 
how to box—and I couldn’t help it if I could box 
better than they could. My brother has been 
giving me lessons. Anyway, you told my Mummy 
you were buying Billy some boxing gloves for 
Christmas so I bought him this book as my 
present;” 

Billy looked at the title, then grinned. “How to 
improve your Boxing. That’s one present I really 
do need. Merry Christmas, everyone.” 

JUMBLED GIFTS 



YOU KNOW ME 

in class and also in 


chair 


Wholly humorous 

TOUCHED a jovial fellow named 
Joe, 

“I hung up my stocking you know. 
And when I awoke ” (here he roared 
at the joke), 

“It had only a hole in the toe.” 


ORCHESTRA PIECE 

T AKE a B and an A, two Os and 
two Ss, and one N. Then re¬ 
arrange them to fomT the name 
of an instrument found in the 
wood-wind section of an 
orchestra. 


3£y first is 
school, 

My second’s 
stool. 

My third is in strawberry, also in 
cream, 

My fourth is in river but not in 
stream. 

My fifth is in shop and also in 
store, [hoar. 

My sixth is in frost but not in 

My seventh’s in mellow and also 
in mild. 

My eighth is in tame but not in 
wild. 

My ninth is in stop and also 
cease- 

My "whole is the season of good¬ 
will and peace. 


1ITHAWC 

T CU ,bECY 

JU.VELGOS 

COSTERO 




JJERE is Father Christmas 
with his bag of presents 
for lucky boys and girls. On 
the wall are the jumbled 
names of some of those 
presents. See how quickly 
you can sort them out. 


CHRISTMAS 
CROSSWORD 

ACROSS. 6 Peace. 
9 Angle. 10 Treas¬ 
ures. 12 Melon. 13 Date. 14 Re-entrance. 
17 Undetected. 23 Cobra. 27 Image. 
28 Yield. 29 Tim. 30 Ended. 

DOWN. 1 Changed. 2 Regretted. 3 Sweets. 
4 Matinee. 5 Stetson. 6 Postmark. 7 April. 
8 Essence. 15 Nursemaid. 16 Strapped. 
17 Uncanny. 18 Cockpit. 19 Epigram. 
21 Mislead. 22 Admire. 24 Bowie- 


ANSWERS TO 

Hidden delights. Cake ; tinsel. 
Orchestra piece. B-a-ss-oo-n. 
You know me. Christmas. 
Sandwich. STAEGA 
TURKEY 
YGKETE 

Under the microscope. Salt; 
coffee ; skin of a Dover Sole. 
Jumbled Gifts. Watch; bicycle; 
camera; sweets; gloves; scooter. 


PUZZLES 

LAST WEEK’S ANSWER 
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WILKINSON HOME 


Chris gets the T.M. Yeaden Award 


Four years ago Diana Wilkinson was chosen as Britain’s 
“Swimmer of the Year.” Now' the trophy is back on the 
sideboard of her Stockport home, but this time as the 
possession of brother Chris. 

A physics student at Durham 
^ University, 18-year-old Chris 
was awarded the T.M. Yeaden 
Trophy for his 200-metres breast¬ 
stroke victory in the six-nation 
meeting at Malmo, Sweden, in 


Chris also won the national 
breast-stroke championship this 
year. 

The choice of- Swimmer of the 
Year was reached only after two 
ballots to eliminate Graham Sykes 
of Coventry and 
John Martin-Dye, the 
London swimmer who 
won three free-style 
titles at the national 
championships. 

Incidentally, this is 
the first year since 
1955 that the award 
has gone to a man. 
Since then it has been 
shared between Judy 
Grinham, Anita Lons- 1 
brough, and Diana 
Wilkinson—who is de- 
September. His time of 2 minutes lighted to see it back on the side- 

36.9 seconds was the best ever board again and doesn’t mind 

by a Briton and only half a cleaning it a bit! After all, it’s 

second outside the world record, still in the family! 


Chris Wilkinson ploughs his way to victory 


Here’s the book for all young balleto¬ 
manes. Behind the scenes photographs 
of Covent Garden and the Royal Festiv al 
Hall; shows how the young dancers are 
trained, from Richmond Park in England, 
to the famous Kirov School in Russia; tells 
how ballet first started. You’ll love the 
hundreds of wonderful pictures—many in 
full colour—by Mike Davis—pictures of 
dancers—scenes from the ballets—it’s a book 
for every youngster who has dancing feet. 
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BOOK OF BALLET IT’S A FLEET WAY ANNUAL 


Footballers 
have a rest on 
Christmas Day 

JTor the first time ever, there 
will be no Football League 
games on Christmas Day. 

Most of the big clubs will play 
on Saturday and Boxing Day, 
enabling the players to spend two 
full days with their families, some¬ 
thing that has not happened for 
many years. There have been 
occasions in the past when foot¬ 
ballers played three League 
fixtures in three successive days 
over Christmas. 

Away for the holidays 

But although there is a two-day 
break between matches over the 
holidays, not all footballers will 
be able to spend them at home. 
Plymouth Argyle will be at 
Luton on Saturday and at 
Norwich on Boxing Day, which 
will prevent them returning to 
their homes in Devon until the 
holiday matches are over. 

Newport County are in a similar 
position, for they play both 
Christmas matches away from 
home—at Coventry and Port Vale. 

Arsenal and Chelsea are among 
the fortunate clubs who have no 
travelling to do. They both play 
at home on Saturday, and on 
Boxing Day, meet their London 
neighbours. Fulham and Totten¬ 
ham Hotspur respectively. 

Davis Gup final 
on Boxing Day 

Jaroslav Drobny, one of the 
most popular characters in 
tennis, will be spending Christmas 
in Melbourne. He is coaching the 
Italian team who have reached the 
Challenge Round of the Davis 
Cup for the second successive 
year. 

In the match starting at the 
Kooyong Club, Melbourne, on 
Boxing Day, Nicola Pietrangeli 
and Orlando Sirola will be 
attempting to reverse last year’s 
result when the Australians won. 

If Jaroslav Drobny could lead 
the Italians to victory next week it 
would cause the biggest upset 
tennis has known for many years, 
but Rod Laver, Neale Fraser, and 
Roy Emerson are favourites to 
win their third Davis Cup victory 
in succession. 


SfEHLYD THE SCENES 
at the BALLET ! 
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“SWIMMER OF THE YEAR” TROPHY BACK IN THE 


BOWSKILLS’ 
SKILL WITH 
A BOW 

j\jEET the archer family. Not 
the Archers of BBC fame, 
but the archers Bowskill of 
Harrow, Middlesex. 

Mrs. Bowskill took up the 
sport less than three years ago, 
but already she has won the 
Middlesex championship twice and 
has been chosen for England 
trials. Her husband and two sons, 
Jonathan (14) and Julian (9), share 
her enthusiasm. Well, with a 
name like that, wouldn't you? 


New post for 
Vladimir Kuts 

J^unners aged between 17 and 
22 are to be admitted to a 
new training school for young 
athletes to be opened in Moscow. 

Director of the-school will be 
Vladimir Kuts, present world 
record holder for 5,000 metres, 
who will be specially responsible 
for the coaching of boys* who 
have displayed outstanding ability 
in long-distance runs. 

Kuts recently completed a 
course at the Leningrad Institute 
of Physical Culture and is 
reported to be “extremely fit.” 


CHRISTMAS DINNER FOR CHRISTINE- 
THEN SHE'S OFF TO SOUTH AFRICA 


few hours after finishing 
Christmas dinner with her 
family at Woodford, Essex, 
Christine Truman will be flying to 
South Africa to join Ann Haydon, 
Deidre Catt, and Michael Sangster 
for a short match-playing tour. 

After Christine had lost the 
women’s singles finals at Wimble¬ 
don last summer .she thought 
seriously of retiring from com¬ 
petitive tennis, but during recent 
weeks she has again been in strict 
training in preparation for another 
year of tournament -play. 


Christine’s decision to join the 
English party will mean that her 
21st birthday party on 16th 
January will have to be postponed 
until her return. She will celebrate 
her birthday in Durban. Then in 
February she hopes to play in the 
British covered courts champion¬ 
ships. A tour of the Caribbean 
will follow. 

Christine Truman has suffered 
many ups and downs since she 
began her tennis career as a 
schoolgirl, but 1962 could well be 
her finest year. 






















































